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STATE OF WISCONSIN

BEFORE THE DENTISTRY EXAMINING BOARD

                                                                               

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST:

TIMOTHY M. VENTRUCCI, D.D.S., ORDER OF SUMMARY SUSPENSION

RESPONDENT

 

                                                                              

99 DEN 043

The Petition For Summary Suspension in the above entitled matter came on for hearing before the Wisconsin

Dentistry Examining Board on the 3rd day of November, 1999, at 9:00 A.M., as stated in the Notice of

Presentation For Summary Suspension dated October 21, 1999. Attorney James W. Harris appeared for the

Complainant, Department of Regulation and Licensing, Division of Enforcement. The Respondent did not appear.

The Wisconsin Dentistry Examining Board having considered the sworn Petition For Summary Suspension and the

affidavit of service hereby makes the following:

FINDINGS OF FACT

 

1. The Respondent, Timothy M. Ventrucci is duly licensed to practice as a dentist in the State of Wisconsin

(license # 15-4855) which license was first granted October 16, 1996.

2. Respondent's latest address on file with the Department of Regulation and Licensing is 101 Bernard

Street, Hurley, WI 54534.

3. Hydrocodone is a Schedule III controlled substance listed in sec. 961.17(5) Wis. Stats. Oxycodone is a

Schedule II controlled substance listed in sec. 961.16(11) Wis. Stats. Propoxyphene is a Schedule IV

controlled substance listed in sec. 961.20(4) Wis. Stats. Codeine is a Schedule III controlled substance

listed in sec. 961.18(5) Wis. Stats.

4. Sec. 961.38(5) Wis. Stats. makes it unlawful for a practitioner to prescribe, or take without a

prescription a controlled substance included in Schedule II, III or IV for the practitioner's own personal

use. Sec. 961.43(1)(a) Wis. Stats. makes it unlawful for any person to acquire or obtain possession of a

controlled substance by misrepresentation, fraud, forgery, deception or subterfuge.

5. It is unprofessional conduct under sec. DE 5.02(6) Wis. Adm. Code for a practitioner to administer,

dispense, prescribe, supply or obtain controlled substances otherwise than in the course of legitimate

professional practice, or as otherwise prohibited by law.

6. During the period 1996 – 1997, Respondent obtained hydrocodone from Dr. Michael Gregor, D.D.S., for his

personal use other than in the course of legitimate dental practice, and without a legitimate prescription

order.

7. Respondent has admitted diverting hydrocodone from a Mellen, Wisconsin dental clinic for his personal use

in 1996 and 1997.

8. Respondent has admitted to using hydrocodone from the prescriptions of his deceased father in 1998.

9. Respondent has admitted to current use of controlled substances obtained by means other than valid

prescription orders as recently as June, 1999.

10. At least eight dental patients of the Respondent have confirmed to Drug Enforcement Agency

representatives that they had received prescription orders for controlled substances from Respondent, that

they had been asked by Respondent to return a portion of the drugs to Respondent, and that they had done so.

The incidents occurred in 1997, 1998 and 1999.

11. During the period 2/24/98 to 3/09/99, Respondent issued prescription orders for controlled substances in

the name of his dental clinic and received quantities of propoxyphene, hydrocodone and acetaminophen with

codeine in violation of Wis. Adm. Code sec. Phar 8.04(2).

12. On February 25,1987, Respondent was convicted in the Michigan 98th Judicial District Court of five

counts of the crime of obtaining a prescription drug by fraud.

14.



13. On June 1, 1999, Respondent refused a DEA request to surrender his controlled substance prescribing

privileges.

The evidence presented and considered by the Dentistry Examining Board as a basis for this Summary

Suspension Order is the sworn Petition For Summary Suspension and the affidavit of service filed

herein.

14.

 

 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

 

15. The Wisconsin Dentistry Examining Board has jurisdiction in this matter pursuant to sec. 447.07(3) Wis. Stats.

16. The Wisconsin Dentistry Examining Board has authority to summarily suspend a license to practice as a

dentist pursuant to sec. 227.51(3) Wis. Stats. and ch. RL 6 Wis. Adm. Code.

17. Respondent has been provided notice of this proceeding as required by sec. RL 6.05 Wis. Adm. Code.

18. Respondent's conduct as set forth above in paragraphs 6 through 13 above constitutes unprofessional

conduct in violation of sec. 447.07(3) Wis. Stats. and sec. DE 5.02(1), (4), (5), (6), (10), (15) and (16)

Wis. Adm. Code.

19. Respondent's intentional violation of the controlled substance laws, and his engaging in the practice of

dentistry with disregard for reasonable care and safety of patients and the public necessitates the

immediate suspension of Respondent's license to practice as a dentist in the State of Wisconsin in order to

protect the public health, safety and welfare.

 

 

ORDER

 

Now therefore, it is hereby ordered:

1. The license of Timothy M. Ventrucci to practice as a dentist in the state of Wisconsin is SUMMARILY

SUSPENDED, effective immediately.

2. This Order shall continue in effect until the effective date of a final decision and order in the

disciplinary proceeding against Respondent unless otherwise ordered by the licensing authority.

3. Respondent is notified of his right pursuant to sec. RL 6.09 Wis. Adm. Code to request a hearing to show

cause why this summary suspension Order should not be continued. Any request for a hearing to show cause

should be filed with the Wisconsin Dentistry Examining Board, P.O. Box 8935, 1400 East Washington Avenue,

Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8935. In the event that a hearing to show cause is requested, it shall be scheduled

on a date within 20 days of receipt by the licensing authority of the request for hearing, unless a later

time is agreed to or requested by the Respondent.

 

Dated at Madison, Wisconsin this 3rd day of November, 1999.

 

WISCONSIN DENTISTRY EXAMINING BOARD

M.J. Curran, D.D.S.,

Board Chair


